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KOLKATA CMS VATAVARAN INAUGURATED TODAY AT NANDAN
“We have one planet & lets join together to save it”, Dr  Sudarsan Ghosh Dastidar, Hon’ble Minister In-charge, PWD and Environment Department, Govt of West Bengal
"This film festival will definitely awaken the youth to the realities of the biological and ecological diversity of our planet" Shri Partha Chatterjee, Minister-In-Charge, Commerce and Industries, Govt of West Bengal

Kolkata, December 03, 2012: CMS VATAVARAN – Biodiversity Film Festival and Forum was inaugurated today at NANDAN by Dr Sudarsan Ghosh Dastidar, Hon’ble MIC, PWD & Environment Department. He appreciated the CMS VATAVARAN initiative  and said “Film is a strong medium for environmental awareness. All the individuals working in the biological system knows that we can remain only if biodiversity is maintained”. He also remarked ”I am happy that children from different schools of Kolkata are going to see so many films in these 3-4 days. Through this festival, we can develop a sort of awareness among our future citizens”. 

Shri Partha Chatterjee, hon’ble Minister, hon’ble Minister-in-charge, Commerce and Industries in his inaugural address said “I am glad to know CMS VATAVARAN is here in the city of joy. I congratulate the organisers for bringing this travelling event to our  city before taking it to Dehradun, Jaipur, Goa and Hyderabad. The timing of this film festival is also apt as United Nations has declared 2011-20 as the year of biodiversity. I hope the people of Kolkata will enjoy this panorama of biodversity from Dec 3 – 7, 2012.”

The festival began with a lamp lightning ceremony by the Chief Guest, Shri Partha Chatterjee and all the eminent dignitaries present during the occasion. Ms Priya Verma Talwar welcomed the august gathering. In her welcome address she said “The five day long festival will see best of biodiversity films. Through CMS VATAVARAN we are trying to make environment conservation as a prominent agenda of our nation.”

The highlight of the inaugural ceremony included felicitation of Kolkata’s Green Ambassadors. Two green individuals were selected out of 11 nominees for their remarkable contribution in the field of environmental conservation in West Bengal. The awardees include:


Green Ambassador (Female):
1. Suchandra Kundu
Citation: Your extraordinary efforts to preserve wildlife & biodiversity of West Bengal are commendable especially faunal biodiversity. 

Your conservation activities brought tremendous positive impact on mangrove ecosystem of West Bengal. Your mass awareness campaign have motivated thousands of villagers to come forward and take a lead on Conservation of Bengal Tigers, Mangrove ecosystem & climate change in the delta.
We salute your accomplishments; your extraordinary contributions in the field of Biodiversity Conservation inspire us all. You are truly a green ambassador and we are proud of you.
Green Ambassador (Male):

2. Pradip Datta
Citation: As a green campaigner you spearheaded the anti-nuclear movement and conservation of biodiversity in the state of West Bengal. 

Your exemplary efforts have successfully mobilised people to take proactive lead against establishment of nuclear plants in Danton and created awareness about the significant challenges of various nuclear technologies. 

Your anti-nuclear protests were also an enormous driving force of the green movement in West Bengal and offered direction to the people of the state. 

You are a true green ambassador and we are proud of you!

Representing the Department of Environment, Govt. of West Bengal, (State Principal Partner of this festival) Shri R P S Kahlon, Principal Secretary, Department of Environment, Govt of West Bengal said “I am happy to be one of the partners of this biodiversity film festival organised in the selected five cities. The way it is outlined for West Bengal nd that it is focussed on young people, it will definitely create awareness about the issues of biodiversity.”
Programme Partner Prof Binay K Dutta, Chairman, WBPCB, said “Films are very attractive media for communication with people at large and this first ever film festival on biodiversity in West Bengal will definitely carry the right message to people, especially the students, on the need of preservation and conservation of the rich biodiversity of our state, the state of West Bengal.”

Dr A K Sanyal, Chairman, West Bengal Biodiversity Board also remarked “People who are the custodian of biodiversity needs to be made more aware. Biodiversity is not the property of scientists and elites, it is the property of people for development of lives of human kind and it needs to be preserved. The CMS VATAVARAN Biodiversity Film Festival will certainly help in creating awareness among students through its programmes from Dec 4 – 7”.
The biodiversity film festival opened with a 14 minutes spectacular  film titled “Buxa Tiger Reserve of West Bengal: A Bequest of Biodiversity” produced by West Bengal Biodiversity Board.

The highlights of tomorrow’s programme include:

· Green Film Screening for college students 

Venue: Surendranath College | Time: 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Venue: Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute | Time: 06:00 pm - 07:30 pm

· Green Film Screenings for school children 

Venue: WBPCB Auditorium, West Bengal Pollution Control Board | Time: 12:00 pm – 01:30 pm

For more information contact: 

Priya Verma Talwar | Festival Coordinator, CMS - Environment 
CMS, Research House, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi – 110017, India

M: +91 98999 79165 | P: +91 11 26864020 (Ext. 222) | 
E: priya@cmsindia.org  www.cmsvatavaran.org
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